
Miami VA 
Meeting 
Summary
BY CYNTHIA KENNARD

February 12, 2010

This meeting was purely designed as a 
fact-finding meeting to visit and edu-
cate myself regarding the Miami sys-
tem and its needs in the Compensated 
Work Therapy (CWT) Program. 

Participants: Vocational Reha-
bilitation Specialist and a Clinical 
Case Manager, U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs — Miami Veterans 
Administration Healthcare System.

Overview

The meeting was held “off-campus” 
in Fort Lauderdale with the Miami 

staff to speak about the Veterans 
Administration (VA) Healthcare 
System campus status in Miami, 
and its need for “projects” for the 
veterans being treated there. Com-
petitive employment is the goal for 
the patients. The focus is jobs—part 
time or full time—that pay mini-
mum wage. The program is thera-
peutic. The program is utilized to 
return veterans with disabilities to 
the highest functioning and work.

The Miami VA Healthcare System 
serves veterans in three south Flor-
ida counties—Miami-Dade, Bro-
ward, and Monroe—home to an 
estimated veteran’s population of 
285,000. The parent facility—the  
Bruce W. Carter Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center—
is located on 26.3 acres with an 
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BY PAUL RIECKHOFF

Newsweek Web Exclusive

February 24, 2010 

The Hurt Locker has dazzled cine-
philes and critics alike, and is a 
favorite for best picture and best 
director at March 7’s Oscars. But 
a crucial group remains less than 
enchanted with the film about the 
Iraq War: veterans. 

At first glance, The Hurt Locker 
looks all right. The setting seems 
accurate, the acting is solid, and 
it is one of the few war movies to 
rightly do away with the tacky com-
bat music. Yet a closer look reveals 
that Hollywood’s latest attempt to 
define the Iraq War and the Ameri-

can troops who have fought in it is 
just as disappointing as all the oth-
ers produced so far, but with bet-
ter window dressing and an Oscar 
nomination.

I’m not a professional film critic, 
but almost every movie about Iraq 
and Afghanistan comes across 
my desk. I feel an obligation as an 
Iraq veteran, and as the leader of 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America (IAVA), the first and larg-
est nonprofit for veterans of those 
wars , to comment on films that 
attempt to define our experiences, 
especially those in the running to 
win the most prestigious award in 
the film industry. As a voice of the 

new veterans’ movement, and of 
thousands of IAVA members across 
the country, I have a responsibility 
to serve as pop-culture watchdog, 
and to help the American public 
understand what accurately de-
picts the military’s experience in 
Iraq and what doesn’t. Especially 
because with less than 1 percent of 
American citizens now serving in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, films are one 
of the few ways to connect the other 
99 percent of Americans to the real-
ity of modern combat. Even today, 
if you ask most Americans about 
Vietnam, they base their opinion 
largely on popular movies like 
Apocalypse Now, Platoon (written
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BY TERENCE LYONS

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric 
Shinseki’s promise to “end home-
lessness among veterans within 
the next five years” [Strawberry Ga-
zette, February 2010] has gotten a 
substantial boost from the alloca-
tion of $3.2 billion for assistance 
to homeless veterans in Fiscal Year 
2010 appropriations to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. An addi-
tional $50 million will go toward 
the renovation of vacant buildings 
on Veterans Administration (VA) 
campuses to be used as supportive 
housing for homeless veterans, ac-
cording to the joint Congressional 
Committees on Appropriations.

Overall VA Budget

The total VA budget allocation, con-
tained in the Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act signed 
by President Obama, was good 
news for veterans—$109.6 billion, 
which is $15.3 billion more than 
2009 and $747 million more than 
the President’s request. 

In addition to the $3.2 billion for 
homeless services is another $1.9 
billion for VA construction pro-
grams, $103 million more than the 
request and $232 million more than 
2009. This includes $1.2 billion for 
major construction, including hos-
pitals and clinics, to enable the VA 
to implement the recommenda-
tions made by the Capital Asset Re-
alignment for Enhanced Services 
(CARES) commission, which was 
established to look at facilities and 
determine their construction needs. 
It also contains $703 million for so-
called minor construction, includ-
ing $50 million for the renovation of 
vacant buildings on VA properties 
to be used as housing with support-
ive services for homeless veterans.
Also, for the first time in history, the 
law includes advance VA appropria-
tions to provide a stable and unin-
terrupted source of funding for vet-

erans’ medical care; $48.2 billion is 
included for VA medical programs 
in Fiscal Year 2011. Such a step to-
ward stable funding is something 
that veterans groups have long 
been advocating, and it was a major 
plank in the platform advocated by 
the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans 
of America (IAVA). The joint Con-
gressional Committees on Appro-
priations called this sensible but 
first-ever feature of the bill “a major 
victory for America’s veterans.” 

Homeless Vets Budget

The $3.2 billion for healthcare 
and support services for homeless 
veterans matched the President’s 
request and exceeded 2009 fund-
ing by $421 million. It includes $26 
million for a presidential initia-
tive to combat homelessness, $150 
million for the Homeless Provid-
ers Grant and Per Diem Program 
(GPD), $20 million for supportive 
services for low-income veterans 
and families, and $21 million to 
hire additional personnel for the 
HUD-VA Supportive Housing pro-
gram (commonly known as VASH).

It is not yet known how these funds 
will be used in more specific and 
practical terms, but the IAVA 2010 
Legislative Agenda suggests that 
the VA address homelessness and 
housing issues among veterans in 
a variety of ways, including calls 
to expand the VASH voucher pro-
gram to include the funding of 
30,000 additional housing vouch-
ers, extend the availability of VASH 
vouchers to all homeless veterans 
regardless of medical condition, 
appropriate funding for a VA out-
reach and advertising campaign 
directed at homeless veterans 
and those at risk of becoming  
homeless, and implement a pilot  
program to test preventative strat-
egies, including emergency cash  
assistance, help with utilities, and 
short-term rental subsidies.
                                       Continued on page 2
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$3.2 BILLION IN VETERANS 
AFFAIRS BUDGET FOR 
HOMELESS VETS

Adoption of  strawberries at Strawberry Flag. CWT worker Bobby  presents a strawberry from stripe 6.
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California and Los Angeles

The allocation of the funds among 
the VA facilities around the coun-
try is still being worked out, but 
California is expected to receive 
a major portion of the money. Ac-
cording to the National Coalition 
for Homeless Veterans, California 
has 49,724 of the nation’s 195,827 
homeless vets, more than twenty-
five percent of the total. The clos-
est state in the count of homeless 
veterans is New York with 21,147, 
less than half the California figure.

California Deputy Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs J. P. Tremblay told 
the Gazette that because the state 
has the largest number of veterans 
and the largest number of home-
less veterans, he believes Califor-
nia “should get its proportionate 
share” of funding. But he hastened 
to add that his principal concern is 
getting the money and assistance 
to the vets on the street no matter 
whose budget it comes through.

Tremblay pointed to Governor 
Schwarzenegger’s new “Califor-
nia’s Operation Welcome Home” 
initiative as an example of the 
state’s efforts to work with the VA, 
community nonprofits, and veter-
ans service organizations to assist 
vets with a database of information

 

on resources from all providers. It’s 
something the state can do even 
though it’s struggling with a deficit 
of several billion dollars, he said.

William L. Daniels, chief of the 
Mental Health Care Line at the VA 
Greater Los Angeles Healthcare Sys-
tem, said, “We don’t yet have a [Fis-
cal Year 2010] allocation. Hopefully 
we will get word soon. We do expect 
to get more, we just don’t know how 
many [referring to VASH vouchers].”

Of particular interest to veterans 
at the West Los Angeles VA cam-
pus is what impact all of this might 
have on the property’s several va-
cant or underutilized buildings. 
In August 2007, then–Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson an-
nounced that he had designated 
Buildings 205, 208, and 209 near 
the north end of the campus for 
use in housing homeless veterans. 
After that announcement, a non-
VA homeless care provider, Com-
mon Ground, attempted to devel-

op a project for Building 209 but 
without success, and none of the 
three buildings have yet been put 
to use housing homeless veterans.
With the $50 million set aside in 
the 2010 budget specifically for 
renovation of vacant buildings on 
VA campuses, in addition to the 
$3.2 billion for more general as-
sistance to homeless veterans, it 
is hoped that the quadrangle of 
Buildings 205, 208, and 209 may 
now be put to use for housing 
homeless veterans, and for the 
therapeutic and recreational ac-
tivities they could provide.

BY KATARZYNA BALUG

Harvard Graduate School of Design 

Candidate for Master in Urban 

Planning, 2011

The Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC) does not have a 
strong presence on the Harvard 
College campus; last year eight 
graduating students were commis-
sioned. Is that a surprise? In think-
ing about the reasons behind the 
Harvard student body’s shared dis-
interest in military training, several 
factors emerged as to why we might 
not miss the bands of sweaty cam-
ouflaged teenagers running and 
shouting through campus. 

The three primary advertising 
points that the ROTC offers at Har-
vard are leadership training, dol-
lars, and service to our country. A 
cost-benefit analysis quickly dem-
onstrates that the commitments 
required of ROTC graduates out-
weigh the proposed benefits.

First, there are countless ways to 
gain leadership training at the uni-
versity. Most Harvard schools offer 
departmental leadership courses 

directly related to a student’s chosen 
area of interest. ROTC leadership 
promises are vague, and the ROTC 
leadership curriculum includes 
twice as many physical training 
hours as classroom hours. Students 
who were ambitious enough in high 
school to be admitted to Harvard 
College may understandably not be 
inclined to focus on a program that 
emphasizes their physical fitness 
over their mental skills. 

Secondly, the financial offer is less 
obviously irrelevant to the student 
body. According to the Harvard 
admissions page, average under-
graduate student financial aid 
packages for the current school 
year covered all but $5,000 of tu-
ition and living expenses. With 
this degree of financial assistance, 
the modest monthly ROTC sti-
pend and tuition remission is less 
competitive with the four-year ser-
vice requirement post-graduation. 
Again, no surprise there.

Finally, the appeal of service to our 
country. The ROTC was banned at 
Harvard in 1969 because of the 

Vietnam War. Students from then 
on would have to travel to the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) for their training, and 
in 1993, the school stopped cov-
ering the costs associated with 
training, which are now covered 
by private donors (Harvard Maga-
zine, May–June 2002). The school’s 
mission promotes values such as 
self-expression and the removal 
of restraints on students’ full par-
ticipation; values in conflict with 
ROTC regulation. Harvard has 
gone as far as to issue a statement 
reflecting its reluctance toward 
the ROTC. It includes a warning to 
students that the ROTC discrimi-
nates based on sexual orientation, 
and that it may limit students’ 
rights to free speech. The ROTC, 
in fact, encourages a “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy regarding homo-
sexuality based on it supposedly 
posing an “…unacceptable risk 
to the high standards of morale, 
good order and discipline, and 
unit cohesion that are the essence 
of military capability” (US Code 
Title 10, Subtitle G, Section 654).  
                                       Continued on page 8
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ROTC at Harvard College Lacks 
Appeal: A Student’s Perspective

DoD Visits 
Strawberry Flag
BY TERENCE LYONS

Deputy Undersecretary of Defense 
Noel Cook paid a visit to Strawberry 
Flag on the quad in front of Build-
ings 205, 208, and 209 on Saturday, 
February 13, 2010, and he told his 
staff that he wanted to recommend 
the program as a best practice to 
Washington, D.C.

Koch was appointed by 
President Obama in May 2009 

to the newly created post 
of Deputy Undersecretary 

of Defense for the Office of 
Wounded Warrior Care and 

Transition Policy.

The Department of Defense de-
scribes the position as being “re-
sponsible for policy and programs 
related to disability systems, ser-
vice member transitions to veteran 
status, separation from the Armed 
Forces, and wounded warrior care 
coordination.” In that position, 
Koch works closely with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

During his visit to Strawberry 
Flag, Koch told the Gazette that all 
wounded warriors were not headed 
straight for a transition to veteran 
status. He made a strong point of 
the fact that there are many active 
duty military jobs for soldiers, sail-
ors, and other personnel who may 
have lost a limb or suffered another 
disability. Such injuries do not have 
to mean separation from active duty 
in this day and age, he said, and he 
views finding active duty assign-
ments for such wounded warriors to 
be an important part of his job.

On February 13, Koch got a tour and 
overview of the Strawberry Flag proj-
ect from onsite workers and from 
Dr. Jonathan Sherin, associate chief 
of mental health at the West Los 
Angeles Veterans Administration. 
After pedaling one of the stationary 
bicycles used to generate electricity 
for the water pumps that irrigate the 
strawberries, Koch said the project 
was “one of the best things I have 
ever seen in taking care of veterans.”

STRAWBERRYFLAG.ORG

Thermodynamic lids keep temperatures stable and limit particulate matter from entering water supply.

Strawberries responding well to the 

new balance in the Ph of the aqua-

ponic system. 

Respondents to a recent national survey labeled 
strawberry lovers as “health conscious, fun loving, 
intelligent and happy.” Non-strawberry lovers, on 
the other hand, were described as “weird, boring, 
stuffy and fussy eaters “

Madame Tallien, a prominent figure at the court of 
the Emperor Napoleon, was famous for bathing in 
the juice of fresh strawberries. She used 22 pounds 
per basin. Needless to say, she did not bathe daily.



CWT UPDATE

Computer Room
Opens in Trial 
Stages 
BY TERENCE LYONS

Behind the door of Room 207 in 
the southwest corner of Build-
ing 208, there are 18 computer 
terminals online, together with 
a printer, a fax machine, and four 
telephones—all the communica-
tions equipment a veteran might 
need to research job opportuni-
ties and submit applications. The 
setup, which also includes an ad-
jacent furnished classroom, is the 
Veterans Employment and Train-
ing Services (V.E.T.S.) Worksource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Veterans Administration (VA) Com-
pensated Work Therapy (CWT) 
program and the nonprofit Man-
aged Care Solutions.

The center is now operating only 
“in trial stages,” says CWT Vocation 

Rehabilitation Specialist David 
Fierro, and so is available only to 
vets who are referred by their VA 
vocation specialists, and then only 
during the hours arranged by those 
vocation specialists.

This is the only facility of its kind on 
the West Los Angeles VA campus, 
says Fierro, who is trying to “staff 
up” so that its limited hours can be 
expanded and so that the center can 
offer instruction in computer skills 
and other programs that could be 
provided with equipment.

At the present time, the V.E.T.S. 
Worksource Center uses the class-
room for orientation sessions, and 
then the eligible veterans partici-
pate in “job club” activities, after 
which they can use the comput-
ers to look for work during the ar-
ranged hours.

Worksource Centers are often lo-
cated adjacent to California unem-
ployment offices (EDD), but they 
are usually operated by commu-
nity nonprofit firms. Managed Care  

Solutions, which provided the com-
puters in Building 208, manages 
the Hollywood Worksource Center. 
The VA set up the phone center at 
the V.E.T.S. operation for outbound 
calls to employers, but veterans will 
need their own cell phones or other 
arrangements to get callbacks.

CWT (officially, Veteran Community 
Employment Development [VCED]), 
a program of the U.S. Department 
of Veteran Affairs, is staffing the 
V.E.T.S. operation.

BY TERENCE LYONS

The word “consumer” may not 
readily come to mind when people 
think about the relationship of vet-
erans to the Veterans Administra-
tion (VA), perhaps because vets are 
something of a captive audience 
without the range of choices one 
usually associates with consumer 
behavior. But veterans and their 
families are in fact the consumers of 
the services provided by the VA. And 
although the VA may be the only 
practical vendor to which vets may 
go for medical treatment, therapy, 
and related services, the vets can 
nevertheless behave like the con-
sumers they are to obtain the qual-
ity they want and deserve.

Enter the Greater Los Angeles 
(GLA) VA Mental Health Consumer 
Council—a group of veterans, fam-
ily members, and caregivers that 
meets monthly to consider sub-
jects that bear upon the services 
the VA provides. 

Don’t let the “mental health” put you 
off: around the GLA VA it seems that 

just about everyone who qualifies 
for treatment beyond doctor visits 
is a “mental health” patient. So just 
think of it as the Consumer Council.

Acting Chairman Roy Brown called 
the Council to order on Tuesday, 
February 16, 2010, and the seven 
veterans in attendance (two by way 
of conference telephone) took up 
a number of consumer-related is-
sues. Also present was Tom Fletcher, 
the GLA recovery coordinator who 
serves as VA liaison to the Council.

Among the subjects under discus-
sion was why the VA golf course at 
the north end of the grounds had 
been virtually closed since late 

March of last year, the impact of 
this closure on vets who had used 
the course as part of their recovery 
therapy, news reports that day of 
legal proceedings against former 
golf course workers, and consider-
ation of the facility’s future.

The Council also had a visit from 
Dannion Brinkley, cofounder and 
board chairman of The Twilight 
Brigade, a service organization 
that offers reassurance and hu-
man companionship to veterans 
in their last hours.

Also among the subjects of that 
February 16 meeting was the need 
to involve more veterans, fam-
ily members, and caregivers in the 
work of the Consumer Council to 
provide the consumers’ point of 
view and help improve care for 
veterans and their families. All are 
welcome, said Brown. 

The Consumer Council meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 2:00 p.m. in the sixth floor con-
ference room of Building 500, the 
Wadsworth Hospital. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, March 
16. Anyone interested can just show 
up or direct inquiries to 

Thomas T. Fletcher, LCSW, at 
310.478.3711, extension 48626.

BY LAURA SANDERSON HEALY 
Samuel Beckett’s play Krapp’s Last 
Tape was performed for veterans 
and friends on January 28, 2010, at 
the evolving Strawberry Flag art-
work on the campus of the Veteran’s 
Administration West Los Angeles 
Healthcare Center. It was a stirring 
experience starring Rick Cluchey, 
whom Beckett personally directed 
in this role. Cluchey worked with 
the Irish playwright in Europe af-
ter being released from the San 
Quentin penitentiary where he 
formed a theatre ensemble; he has 
since championed his plays by tak-
ing them to schools, prisons and 
now veterans here in the United 
States. The unique performance 
was pulled together in record time 

by the Metabolic Studio and came 
off as flawlessly as any of Beckett’s 
work performed on the finest of 
London’s West End stages; after-
wards Cluchey answered questions 
along with Berlin director Walter D. 
Asmus, Beckett’s former assistant. 

Just four days later across the city, 
the haunting words and images of 
Beckett’s powerful creations were 
again being heard—quite a coin-
cidence here on the West Coast—
and projected, respectively, in a 
presentation by New York–based 
multimedia artist/activist Paul 
Chan at REDCAT, the black box 
theater adjacent to the behemoth 
Disney Hall in Downtown Los An-
geles (REDCAT being the short 
name for the Roy and Edna Disney/ 
CalArts Theater). Waiting for Go-
dot in New Orleans: An Illustrated  

Lecture chronicled Chan’s Novem-
ber 2007 five-performance outdoor 
staging of Beckett’s most famous 
existential play in two of the Hur-
ricane Katrina–wracked locales in 
New Orleans. Visiting the city for 
a lecture at Tulane University in 
2006 (the school’s art gallery was 
showing one of Chan’s animated 
projections), Chan was inspired 
by the empty streets in the devas-
tated Lower Ninth Ward district 
and the Gentilly area, and thought 
of Waiting for Godot’s spare stage 
directions: “A country road. A 
Tree. Evening.” The connection he 
made in his mind motivated him 
to put on Godot right there in the 
devastated and abandoned neigh- 
borhoods that had waited so des-
perately for help from the feckless 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) after the hurricane 

cut swaths through them. It was 
a grand if questionable gesture—
how exactly would this help?—but 
Chan began pulling the strings for 
the avant-garde installation. 

The project came to fruition 
with the help of the public arts 
group Creative Time and philan-
thropic backers. For his perform-
ers, Chan corralled the Classical 
Theatre of Harlem, which had 
recently put on the play that, it 
will be remembered, is subtitled 
in its English version as “a tragi-
comedy in two acts.” Chan had 
previously made news by going 
to Iraq with the anti-war group 
Voices in the Wilderness, bringing 
aid and medicine before and dur-
ing the second Gulf War (against                                          
U.S. law), and merrily distributing 
a “Free Guide to the Republican 

National Convention” in New York 
for protestors. He is known for 
his studio artwork as well as for 
his “big numbers.” Chan’s dream 
of Godot in New Orleans would 
highlight the waste of the former 
homes and tragedy of lost lives, 
with the metaphor of waiting for                                                 
                                   
FEMA and its inept handling of 
help for the distressed city. As an 
adjunct to the enterprise, Chan 
also brought his knowledge to New 
Orleans by putting together con-
versations and free arts programs 
(Kara Walker was featured in one), 
and taking classes himself as pro-
fessor. He called his installation 
A Play in Two Acts. A Project in Three 
Parts, and a “shadow fund” was 
meant to help rebuilding efforts. 
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Consumer Council 
Speaks for Vets 
Calls for More New Members

Strawberry yogurt has, generally, the highest 
sugar content of any fruited yogurt because of the 
extraordinary natural sweetness of the fruit.

Rapper Ice-T wore the Electric Strawberry, as did 
director Oliver Stone in Vietnam.  In Stone’s film 
Platoon, the fictional military unit is shown by its 
shoulder patches to be part of the 25th Infantry 
Division.  Likewise, James Jones’s 1962 novel The 
Thin Red Line features a company with the Electric 
Strawberry fighting on Guadalcanal in World War II.

3

Enter the Greater Los Angeles (GLA) VA Mental Health 
Consumer Council—a group of veterans, family members, and 

caregivers that meets monthly to consider subjects that bear 
upon the services the VA provides. 

NO GO GODOT

Representatives from key West Los Angeles political offices of Joel Waxman, Bobby Shriver and Zev Yaroslavsky 

meeting during a “jam session” in Strawberry Flag’s kitchen

RANCHO SANTA ANA 
BOTANIC GARDEN

1500 North College Avenue
Claremont, California

909.625.8767

The Botanic Garden is open 
8AM to 5PM. Please visit us 

online for garden closures and 
special events. 

www.rsabg.org



4 Strawberry, Arizona is a census-designated place 
in Gila County, Arizona, United States, with a 
population of 1,028 at the 2000 census. The racial 
makeup of this particular Strawberry was 96.69% 
White, 0.10% Black or African American, 0.58% 
Native American, 0.68% Asian, 0.97% from other 
races, and 0.97% from two or more races. Hispanic 
or Latino of any race were 3.11% of the population.

Actually, strawberries are not fruits. They are 
enlarged receptacles of the flowers of the plant 
and are hence known as a secondary fruit. The 
plants are of the rose family, belonging to order 
Rosales, family Rosaceae, and genus Fragaria.The 
word fragaria comes from the Latin word meaning 
fragrant.

Workshops  lead by  veterans working with Strawberry Flag’s team are  successfully adding vocational training to the compensated work therapy candidates options. 
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and directed by Vietnam vet Oliver 
Stone), Full Metal Jacket, or Stone’s 
Born on the Fourth of July. 

The Hurt Locker tries to articulate 
that experience, but those of us who 
have served in the military couldn’t 
help but be distracted by a litany of 
inaccuracies that reveal not only 
a lack of research, but ultimately  
respect for the American military.

In the military, precision is criti-
cal. Take, for instance, the role 
of Explosive Ordinance Disposal 
(EOD) units, a heroic and presti-
gious group, and the focus of the 
film. EOD is a specialized job in 
the military that does one thing 
exceptionally well: disposing of 
bombs. Members do not generally 
patrol looking for bad guys, kick 
in doors, or execute sniper mis-
sions. Yet there is a whole scene 
in The Hurt Locker when the two 
EOD characters clear a building to 
find a bomb inside a kid. Securing 
the area for the EOD specialists to 
come in is usually the role of infan-
try or military-police units. As Tom 
Tarantino, a former cavalry officer 
who led patrols in Baghdad told me, 

“EOD arriving on an unsecured 
scene alone to find ground forces 
huddled and hiding together in a 
courtyard stretched my suspen-
sion of disbelief to the breaking 
point. The portrayal of the ground 
forces was outright insulting.”

Tom’s frustration is not unique. 
Many of our members around the 
country have noted the flawed 
portrayal of EOD and the other (to 
the civilian eye) seemingly minor 
mistakes, such as soldiers in the 
wrong uniforms, using poor tac-
tics, and ranks that don’t accurately 
correspond to the leadership being 
shown. This equates to something 
larger than just a series of careless 
errors: it is disrespectful. The scene 
with Jeremy Renner’s character 
sneaking off base to chase a boy he 
is worried about is as fictional as 
Jason Bourne and is not representa-
tive of the real military experience 
in Iraq. I know this is a dramatiza-
tion, and films take liberties to cre-
ate good storylines, but this is not 
indicative of those of us who served 
there. The men in my platoon fol-

lowed rules and orders, and they 
stuck with their fellow soldiers. The 
military takes great pride in their 
training and their mission. Service 
members train for years to perform 
the job that they do in combat and 
highly value each other’s role in 
this environment. They don’t run 
around on their own unless they 
want to be court-martialed—or 
killed. The Hurt Locker strains cre-
dulity further when it shows that 
soldier reentering the base with 
no identification. Here is the real-
ity: this soldier would likely be shot 
by a guard on duty while sneaking 
around the perimeter—but, then 
again, that probably wouldn’t make 
for a good plot addition.

Some may argue that on balance, 
the film does a good job of articu-
lating the challenges returning 
troops face when they are coming 
home and trying to assimilate back 
to normal life. On this point, the 
film hits closer to the mark. I can 
tell you it isn’t easy. One minute 
you are maneuvering your platoon 
through an ambush, the next you 
are maneuvering through the laun-
dromat on the Lower East Side. It 
can be a challenging transition.

Yet Hollywood and the media must 
find a way to address these chal-
lenges while balancing the reality 
of the combat experience. Service 
members need to see Hollywood 
commit to getting it right, and not 
portray cheap generalizations and 
made-for-TV sensationalism. Films 
like HBO’s Taking Chance  and the 
documentary The War Tapes  have 
walked that fine line extremely well.

Americans want to think they 
know what the ground truth is in 
Iraq, but until Hollywood and the 
media give them the right informa-
tion, our experience will continue 
to be lost in translation. So some-
one, do us a favor and tell our story 
properly. Or maybe Hollywood will 
help one of us tell it ourselves.

Rieckhoff is the executive director and 

founder of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans 

of America (IAVA).

Article reprinted with the permission

of the author from an article recently 

published in Newsweek.

BY CHRIS LANGLEY

Owens Valley Growers Community

A U.S. Navy installation in the Cali-
fornia desert at first thought chal-
lenges common expectations. But 
the Naval Air Weapons Station 
(NAWS) at China Lake makes sense 
when you realize one of its major as-
signments is to design and test air-
to-air weapons for the navy.

A lake that once supported two 
steamships that became an enor-
mous source of blowing dust also 
challenges everyday common sense 
until you realize it was an unex-
pected consequence of the City of 
Los Angeles building an aqueduct 
to quell the water thirst of the grow-
ing city. By the mid 1920s, the more 
than seventy-five square miles of 
water had dried out because the Ow-
ens River that fed the lake had been 
diverted to the two hundred miles 
of aqueduct that started to bring 
water to Los Angeles. 

The citizens of the Owens Valley, 
besides dealing with dropping 
water tables and land that was 
drying out, had to deal with huge 
storms of dust that rose over the 
lake bed and swept north, creating 
what was nicknamed “Keeler fog.” 
When the winds stopped blow-
ing after a storm, the air was still 
so heavy with particulate matter 
(M-10) that the magnificent land-
scape could be obscured for days. 
Breathing was ambiguous at best.

Protests, discussion, and negotia-
tion did little to resolve the prob-
lem, but when the navy took an in-
terest and began to actively gather 
empirical data about the dust asso-
ciated with the dry lake, a plan of 
action began to form that included 
a reluctant Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power (LADWP).

How the U.S. Navy became a very 
special community helping the 

local community groups force 
the City of Los Angeles to address 
the problem is a unique story. Al-
though just part of the many orga-
nizations and entities that coop-
erated to create the $500,000,000 
Owens Lake Dust Mitigation Proj-
ect, the navy scientists were one of 
the first groups to lead the way.

In her book Left in the Dust: How 
Race and Politics Created a Human 
and Environmental Tragedy in L.A., 
author Karen Piper wrote, “The 
U.S. Navy, which owns a weapons 
testing facility in the area, began to 
study the health effects of the dust 
long before the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA).” 
In a report entitled Owens Valley, CA 
Particulate Matter Plan: History, the 
EPA Region 9 reiterated the point: 

“The navy has been concerned 
about Owens Lake dust since 1975, 
because the dust affects 
                                        Continued on page 8

The U.S. Navy Aided In
The Fight To Mitigate Owens
Lake Dust Over The Years

Landscape 
Painting, 
Printmaking 
at the Flag
BY TERENCE LYONS

The arts of plein air landscape 
painting and printmaking are now 
being practiced by veterans at the 
site of the Strawberry Flag art proj-
ect at the north end of the West Los 
Angeles Veterans Administration 
(VA) campus. The Metabolic Studio, 
which sponsors artist Lauren Bon’s 
living sculpture of the Strawberry 
Flag, is offering instruction in these 
visual arts to interested vets.

The painting classes began on Sat-
urday, February 13, 2010, and will 
continue on Saturday afternoons 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. through 
the end of March. Ronald Petrosky, 
an accomplished painter and art 
teacher at Cal State Northridge 
and other schools, is the instruc-
tor for the series. The Metabolic 
Studio’s Janet Owen Driggs, who 
organized the program, says that 
all needed supplies are furnished to 
the veterans, and she welcomes new  
students as the classes continue.

The classes concentrate on land-
scape painting in the plein air 
tradition—a French term mean-
ing “open air” (in Italian, it would 
be alfresco)—in which the painter 
works outdoors to capture land-
scapes and natural features in the 
“available light” of the sun.
                                         
                                          Continued on page 11

The printmaking project of the 
Metabolic Studio at Strawberry 

Flag began as a means of 
producing handmade labels for 
the Veterans Preserves to be 
made from the strawberries 

grown at the site.

5The 25th was activated October 1, 1941 at Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii, and the image on its patch is 
actually a taro leaf, taken from the unit’s Hawaiian 
origin and its “Tropic Lightning” nickname.  But 
strawberries are much more recognizable.

The U.S. Army 25th Infantry Division wears a shoulder 
patch nicknamed “The Electric Strawberry,” a version 
of which is rendered in neon above the Metabolic 
Studio’s Strawberry Flag project. 

Veteran to veteran training on best practices of an aquaponic garden. Bobby 

tutors Ray on adding soil amendment from our new worm farm on site.

Strawberry Flag repositions the American flag as a self-sustaining system. 

Fish retrieved from a dying lake nearby are now adding nutrients amending 

the water that feeds our thriving berries.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW

Billy Clark Is  
Giving Back
BY TERENCE LYONS

In 1974, Billy Clark was a patient 
living in Building 205, diagnosed 
with a “personality disorder” after 
his service in Vietnam. He partici-
pated in a job training program in 
Building 206 in which veterans fixed 
old stereos and electrical equip-
ment, then sold the repaired items 
to other vets and Veterans Admin-
istration (VA) employees, with the 
working vets receiving a percentage 
of the sales.

In those days, Buildings 208 and 209 
as well as 205 were occupied with 
vets who went to entertainment pro-
grams at the Brentwood Theater, 
bowled in the alleys next to the can-
teen, and swam in the pool in the 
basement of 205, remembers Clark.

He got a pass to attend classes at Los 
Angeles Trade Technical College, 
and went on to be a sheet metal air-
craft mechanic who worked locally 
in manufacturing for McDonnell 
Douglas, Northrop, and Hughes He-
licopter, and then in repair work all 
over the United States.

Now retired from that work and 
seven years sober after a program 
at The Haven, Billy Clark works 
in Disabled Vets Still Fighting for 
Freedom, a three-year-old nonprof-
it that assists veterans with hous-
ing, food, and what he calls “filling 
out paperwork.”

This last task should not 
be dismissed lightly. 

“Many vets don’t know their 
benefits,” said Clark. 

He makes it his job to “connect” 
veterans with the people and 
programs that can assist them. 
Although it is true that there are 
many programs to benefit vets, 

it is also true that access to these 
programs can be a challenge, and 
that is where Clark comes in.

He operates a four-bed housing fa-
cility in Lancaster and has access to 
housing facilities in the Los Ange-
les area for residents who are sober 
through a program. He also con-
nects vets with food bank resources. 
But it is the “paperwork” that often 
yields the greatest results, he says. 
Clark operates out of a mobile home 
and goes where the vets are. 

Disabled Vets Still Fighting for 
Freedom, of which Clark is trea-
surer, is a 501(c)(3) with a board 
of directors of fifteen disabled 
vets, Clark says. Notwithstand-
ing its name, it offers assistance 
to all vets. While Clark looks for 
a more permanent home base, 
he can be found in the headquar-
ters tent at Strawberry Flag on the 
quad in front of Buildings 208, 
209, and 205 on Wednesdays from 
about 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., or 
can be reached on his phone at 
424.675.1533.

U.S. NAVY AIDED... CONTINUED »

their ability to conduct tests at the 
China Lake Naval Weapons Sta-
tion.” In fact, when the navy recog-
nized how deleterious the periodic 
dust storms were to its testing pro-
gram, it inquired about anecdotal 
reports from the public regarding 
parallel health issues. 

Piper reported the statements 
made by Captain William Ostag 
of NAWS. “Local public health offi-
cials have stated that compared to 
the rest of Kern County and Califor-
nia as a whole, an unusually high 
percentage of deaths that occur in 
the Ridgecrest area are the result of 
acute respiratory conditions.” Piper 
wrote that when they solicited e-
mail descriptions of illnesses asso-
ciated with the dust, hundreds of 
replies came in immediately com-
plaining of “allergy-like symptoms, 
sinus infections, migraine head-
aches, asthma attacks, and other 
respiratory ailments.” Ostag com-
mented, “We were especially dis-
tressed to learn of the asthma and 
other impacts on the thousands of 
children of the civilian employees.”

What first concerned the navy back 
in 1975, however, was how the dust 
storms were affecting their test-
ing program. It was then that the 
navy began financially supporting 
scientific studies of the problem. 

After receiving many public com-
plaints, the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors passed Resolution 
79-43, requesting that the district 

“take whatever steps are necessary 
to abate said hazards.” It fell to the 
Great Basin Air Pollution Control 
District (APCD) to address the prob-
lem and find or force solutions. In 
1982 the APCD ordered the LADWP 
to apply for an air quality permit 
because it was their diversion of the 
water feeding the lake to the city 
that had caused the problem. Of 
course, the City of Los Angeles saw 
this as a direct attack on the liveli-
hood of its residences, and taking 
sides continued to intensify.

While the LADWP filed to stop the 
action, a compromise was reached 
by which the agency would help 
fund studies of the problem with an 
agreement with the APCD. Ironical-
ly, the LADWP became increasingly 
responsible for the salaries of the 
environmental staff working scien-
tifically to address the dust problem.

Back in 1979 after the Inyo County 
Resolution, the APCD had formed 
the Owens Dry Lake Task Force. It 
consisted of representatives from 
the LADWP, the Great Basin APCD, 

NAWS, appointees by the County of 
Inyo Supervisors, and other mem-
bers of various agencies and the 
public. (Note: The writer served 
on this committee as an appoin-
tee of the Inland Counties Health 
Systems Agency at that time.) The 
committee met to discuss how to 
deal with the immense challenge 
of the problem because of the size 
of the lake surface. In 1983, testing 
of various solutions was started 
with the building of sand fences. 
But the EPA was not accustomed 
to dealing with pollution caused by 
dust at this time and it failed to de-
clare Owens Lake a violator. When 
Bill Cos and Ellen Hardebeck of the 
APCD testified that the dust was as 
great a threat to health as ozone, 
the EPA declared the lake a “non-
attainment” area. There was not 
an enforceable “deadline” to fix the 
problem, however.

In 1983 the City of Los Angeles be-
gan funding the research, but each 
year the amount had to be negotiat-
ed. In 1984 Assemblyman Wyman 
introduced AB3762, which appro-
priated $150,000 from the Environ-
mental License Plate fund for con-
tinued research under the auspices 
of the task force. The City of Los 
Angeles and the Naval Weapons 
Center each contributed $75,000. 
The work continued for more than 
a decade with many meetings and 
public hearings on various versions 

of the Owens Valley State Imple-
mentation Plans (SIP). After the 
hearing on thirteen measures to 
mitigate the dust in 1988, SIP was 
committed to further study. The 
groups that wanted action saw this 
as a delaying tactic on the part of 
the City of Los Angeles.

Many papers appeared that dem-
onstrated with rigorous scientific 
method the nature of the problem. 
The navy had been funding its 
share of studies. One among many 
was Dust Storms from Owens and 
Mono Lakes (Naval Weapons Center 
Technical Publications No. 6731). 
Summarizing the various report 
results, the APCD stated, “The ar-
tificial desiccation of the Owens 
Lake has created the single largest 
source of PM-10 dust in the United 
States. Dust storms from the dry 
lake bed are a significant health 
hazard to residents of Owens Val-
ley and nearby areas, and impact 
air quality in a large region around 
the lake bed.” The summary con-
cluded, “Owens Lake is an extreme 
example of the potentially desta-
bilizing effect on land surfaces 
and vegetation by the extraction of 
surface and ground water in desert 
                                       Continued on page 10
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ROTC... CONTINUED »

With the inclusion of women in ... 
the military, one has to wonder 
about the perception of what exact-
ly triggers risky behavior, and how 
much of this policy is based on an 

“ewwww” factor toward homosexu-
ality. Without the true support of 
the school, students must wonder 
whether the ROTC attitude reflects 
a nation that today’s Harvard un-
dergraduate would want to serve. 

Overall, the missions of the ROTC 
are in conflict with goals shared by 
students who attend quality higher 
learning institutions. Students 
come to Harvard to expand their 
intellect, not to follow questionable 
rules. In light of the thoughtful at-
mosphere and flood of innovative 

activity, the ROTC appears as an 
old-fashioned institution for craft-
ing followers, not future leaders.

Just for fun, let us briefly explore 
what it would be like if more Har-
vard, MIT, or other intellectual 
institutions trained our soldiers. 
We could have existential debates 
with foreign enemies about the 
boyish stubbornness that leads 
to war; we could allow brains not 
guns to drive negotiations with 
intelligent leaders; and finally, we 
could stop suppressing demon-
strations of critical thinking and 
begin to value them as ways to im-
prove existing paradigms. On the 
other hand, there would be a lot 
less sexy muscle in those uniforms. 
Perhaps in order to recruit more 
Harvard cadets, the ROTC should 

rethink its marketing strategy. Or 
perhaps they should continue to 
focus their attention where it is 
likely to yield better results. 

Back in 1979 after the Inyo County Resolution, 
the APCD had formed the Owens Dry Lake 

Task Force. It consisted of representatives from 
the LADWP, the Great Basin APCD, NAWS, 

appointees by the County of Inyo Supervisors, 
and other members of various agencies 

and the public.

THIS MONTHS CARTOON

What a country we live in... first we 
had a President who freed the slaves, 
made a bill that created all men equal 
and housed and cared for Veterans who 
came back from the Civil War... 

Yeah! And now we have a black President 
who “really” cares for us and wants to see 
homeless vets off the streets by 2015! 
How cool..Huh?

It became a rallying cry known as The Strawberry 
Statement, which was taken as the title of student 
James Simon Kunen’s nonfiction book about the 
protests and a later fictionalized movie.

The statement that student opinions about 
university administrative decisions had no more 
importance than if the students had said they 
liked the taste of strawberries was attributed to 
Columbia University administrator Herbert Deane 
during student protests in April 1968.  

Bruce Eskovitz plays “Oh Beautiful” 

to guests at the fourth high tea at 

Strawberry Flag.



HOROSCOPES
ARIES (March 21–April 19)
Don’t be surprised if you have feelings that 

push you toward change, Aries. You might 

want to return to school, return to an old 

relationship—romantic or otherwise—or 

even revive some old family traditions. You 

might also find yourself revisiting locations 

in the world where you had amazing expe-

riences. Friendships are much appreciated 

this month—especially those people who 

remain in your life from long ago. Those of 

you with kids might find this month a bit 

difficult in the parenting realm—don’t worry, 

it won’t last forever! Some advice: Try to 

cultivate a sense of harmony within your-

self and remember those sacrifices that 

others made for you throughout your life.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20)
March begins with you taking a look at 

your old resources. Desires spring up that 

cause you to want to relocate or search 

for new job opportunities. Your romantic 

life flourishes this month, Taurus. Enjoy 

every minute of it! Toward the second 

half of March, don’t be surprised if you’re 

spending funds on your home or mode 

of transportation. Follow your heart when 

it comes to whipping your body into great 

shape; the future is unknown and appears 

to hold the unexpected.

GEMINI (May 21–June 21)
Don’t fight your urges to improve your 

performance in the workplace this March. 

You want to become more progressive 

this month, Gemini—follow your instincts! 

Support comes from those in authority 

in ways that help you to gain equilibrium 

once more. Abrupt changes in your love life 

might leave you in a bit of a precarious situ-

ation. Try not to listen to those around you 

who aren’t optimistic at the moment. Make 

your own decisions. 

CANCER (June 22–July 22)
You discover that you are incredibly in-

sightful this month, Cancer. Make sure to 

use this gift to counsel close friends and 

family members. However, be wary of 

overtaxing your body this March because 

the creative juices are flowing, too. Recog-

nize those individuals who helped you out 

in the past. People want your time in March 

so you must remember that responsibili-

ties toward yourself are equally as impor-

tant as your responsibilities toward others. 

Make sure to try to get some vacation time 

toward the end of the month.

LEO (July 23–Aug. 22)
Your love life is taking off, Leo! You start 

making the rules that allow you the gift of 

free time to spend with that special some-

one. A sudden change in the people you 

work with means that greater professional 

harmony is on the way. Close friends and 

family might be a source of concern—make 

sure to be encouraging frequently. Your luck 

is fantastic so don’t be afraid to take risks… 

new opportunities are on the horizon.

VIRGO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22)
Tap into your ability to negotiate this month. 

Those glorious travel plans you have in 

store might possibly be delayed, but don’t 

lose heart! Projects at home go swimming-

ly and by mid March you will be looking to 

immerse yourself in water to cleanse. Your 

energy might be a bit on the low side and 

you will count on your partner or a close 

friend to fill in where necessary. Wheel 

and deal because it will save you a lot of 

money—don’t be timid when investigating 

monetary issues.

LIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 23)
Great news is on the way when it comes 

to your finances, Libra! March is a lucrative 

month for you. Projects at home might still 

continue to be delayed. Family will come 

to the rescue if and when problems arise—

make sure to take advantage of the help 

that is offered. You have a strong desire to 

be equally supportive in your love life and 

your professional life as well. The begin-

ning of March is a fantastic time to rid your-

self of unwanted and unnecessary posses-

sions. Don’t think twice—get rid of them!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24–Nov. 21)
Watch the lower half of your body this 

March, Scorpio—particularly the knees 

and ankles. Your loved ones really ap-

preciate you this month—soak up the 

compliments and friendly gestures. The 

workplace is calling for much-needed ad-

justments and you aren’t afraid to make 

them. Hone in on your listening skills 

across the board; this will prove rewarding. 

Your desire to travel is great but remain 

close to home because it will end up be-

ing your haven until the end of the month. 

There is always time to travel later.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22–Dec. 21)
Take that drastic measure now, Sagittari-

us—it will pay off. Stay true to your charac-

ter of ending and beginning various things 

in your life. Good results are ahead. Give 

up smoking, drinking, and/or fatty foods. 

Your love life will change, much to the sur-

prise of your family and friends. Your clos-

est comrades will support you wholeheart-

edly at full moon.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 19)
The immense pressure and stress as a 

result of money dissipates this month, 

Capricorn! You might start feeling some 

changes in your body so keep the exercise 

at a moderate level. Your professional life 

will take you in an independent direction in-

stead of toward working with others—make 

sure to listen. Concerns over children and 

parents can be severe until the end of the 

month—keep your head up! Surround your-

self with allies.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20–Feb. 18)
Take the plunge! It is your style at the end 

of the day, Aquarius. Career opportunities 

are flying at you right now so don’t hesitate 

to take advantage. You’re popular this 

March and as a result will desire some 

alone time. Go on those short trips that 

crop up but be careful to not spend too 

much money. Watch the weather if you go 

on any trips that involve being out on open 

water as well.

PISCES (Feb. 19–March 20)
Spend your time with the down and out 

this March, Pisces. You have the ability to 

come to the rescue and will be drawn to 

those who are isolated physically or emo-

tionally. Don’t look for quick results—they 

will arrive in due time. The perfect words to 

diffuse conflicts will come to you through-

out the month. You might want to balance 

your activities and diet mid-month. Oppor-

tunities of all sorts will become apparent to 

you. Honesty from friends and family will 

prove helpful.
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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
OF GREATER LOS ANGELES 
SUPPORTS ALL OF THE VET-
ERANS AND THE VETERANS 
ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL 

American Red Cross 
of Greater  Los Angeles

11355 Ohio Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  90025

310.445.9944  
www.redcrossla.org

BY JANET OWEN DRIGGS

A Victorian clapboard delight that 
has been locked since 1971, the 
Veterans Administration (VA) cha-
pel in West Los Angeles seems 
suspended somewhere between 

“then” and “now.” 

Then

“Then” is 1900. McKinley is the U.S 
President. Wilshire Boulevard is 
as yet an unpaved two-lane street, 
and residents of the “Old Soldiers 
Home,” who have prayed in a mul-
tipurpose assembly hall since the 
Home opened in 1888, finally have a 
dedicated place of worship.

Unlike most of the Home’s early 
structures, which are designed by 
well-known architect, ladies man, 
and soon-to-be high-profile mur-
der victim Stanford White, J. Lee 
Burton designs this $14,000 chapel. 
An obscure local architect whose 
only other known building is the VA 
trolley stop, Burton creates an inge-
nious—possibly unique—design. 

Doing Double Duty inside…

Taking on the challenge of ac-
commodating both Catholic and 
Protestant congregants, Burton’s 
7,500-square-foot chapel offers dual 
areas of worship under one roof. Its 
northern half is a Catholic chapel, 
complete with organ. Its southern 
side is a Protestant church, also 
with its own organ. Muffling any 
possible “dueling organ” effect, a 
double brick wall divides the other-
wise-wooden building in two.

In regard to the Protestant organ, 
“It frequently happens that appro-

priation of funds for the furnishing 
of a new building leaves some im-
portant article unprovided for. In 
this instance it was a new organ…
Hatch took a furlough…and he 
stopped over at Chicago, where he 
purchased the organ and arranged 
for its transportation.... This would 

all seem a trifle to one possessed 
of means…but Hatch had been for 
years saving his pension money 
and little extra-duty pay with a 
view to paying a long visit to his old 
home in Springfield.2 Compound-
ing his generosity, three months 
later Leonidas Hatch will extend a 
similar $200-value gift to the Catho-
lic chapel. 3

…and Out

Reflecting the divided interior, the 
outside of the building boasts two 
architectural styles: Romanesque 
for the Catholic side, and Gothic Re-
vival for the Protestant. Similarly, of 
the rooftop crosses that signal the 
building’s function, two are Latin 
and two Celtic. The multiplicity also 
extends to the windows of the build-
ing, which has twenty-one different 
types, including narrow pointed 
lancets, round-arched casements, 
mullions, and a broad fanlight.

Although it will be whitewashed 
in 1941, the Chapel is made of red-
wood clapboard siding. For its dedi-
cations—one led by Father Patrick 
Hawes, one led by Chaplain F. H. 
Bek—that happen on separate days, 
the large crowds see a stained wood 
structure. With its crisp white trim, 
the dark wood is a pleasing contrast 
to the spring flowers and foliage 
that Old Soldiers Home officials, 
or rather their wives, organize to 
adorn the building inside and out.

A Tasteful and Beautiful 4

As soon as the pews were installed 
on both sides of the brick wall, Will 
G. Hartsell, a resident of the Home, 
began work with his corps of as-
sistants. On the Protestant side the 
ceiling is “a very light German Buff; 
the walls complementary in color, of 
a grayish-blue. Along the line of con-
junction with the ceiling and wall 
a broad stencil of elaborate design; 
over the wainscoting is a deep and 
                                        Continued on page 10

CHAPEL: IT’S AN INTRICATE 
LITTLE JEWEL BOX, AND IT’S 
FALLEN ON HARD TIMES1

Today, we know that strawberries are low fat, low 
calorie, and high in vitamin C, fiber, folic acid, and 
potassium; as part of a five-a-day fruit and vegetable 
program, strawberries can help reduce the risk 
of cancer and heart attacks.  All according to the 
London Strawberry Festival in London, Ohio.

The ancient Romans believed that strawberries 
alleviated symptoms of melancholy, fainting, all 
inflammations, fevers, throat infections, kidney 
stones, bad breath, attacks of gout, and diseases of 
the blood, liver, and spleen.  

Iconic remainder of an earlier time, the chapel, long closed now, was divided into two separate halls of worship with 

a designated entrance on opposite sides of the building for Catholic or Protestant worshippers. The underpass of 

Wilshire Blvd. is the defacto gateway to and from the working hospital.



CHAPEL... CONTINUED »

elaborately designed dado; a richly 
patterned center-piece sets off the 
chandelier in the ceiling. The face 
of the great arch to the rear of the 
pulpit and over the choir abounds 
in  ornamental moldings and af-
forded Hartsell an opportunity for 
display of excellence in artistic abili-
ty, of which he took every advantage.5

The Catholic side is being 
decorated “in somber colors 
suitable to the place. When 

finished it will be as beautiful, if 
not more so in some particulars.6

The Quiet Haven

The tranquil center of a bustling 
community, the chapel serves 
the Home’s approximately two 
thousand residents, who are quar-
tered in eight veranda-trimmed 
barracks arranged in a horseshoe 
shape along Bonsall Avenue. It is 
surrounded by landscaped grounds 
and, at discreet distances, a mess 
hall, hospital, library, staff homes, 
laundry, a thriving farm, Ward Me-
morial Hall (with a fully equipped 
stage), a store and hotel, a guard 
house, an ice making plant, an avi-
ary, and, since January 1895, one of 
L.A.’s first telephone exchanges.

Now

White against the California-blue 
skies and bounded by two major 
freeways, Building 20 on the West 
Los Angeles VA campus has been 
locked against use for almost forty 
years. It was initially damaged in 
1955 when a fire scorched through 
the Protestant chapel. Although 
the charred timbers and structural 
damage went unrepaired, services 
continued at that time after the 
damage was concealed behind a 
purpose-built wall.

In 1971 the Sylmar Earthquake 
shook the area. The 6.6 quake 
certainly damaged the building—
which is not directly anchored to 
its unreinforced masonry founda-
tion—but it has remained on its 
foundation and standing ever since.

Post 1971, the building has been 
locked and has deteriorated. Fires 
that were likely set to keep homeless 
sleepers warm have burnt holes in 
the floors and scorched more wood-
work. A swarm of bees has built a 
hive. The floor is strewn with detri-
tus and fallen plaster.

The chapel was placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places 
in 1972. It is the oldest building 
left on Wilshire Boulevard, which 
is a now a multilane road and one 
of L.A.’s primary east-west arter-
ies. According to a 2007 Los Angeles 
Times article by Martha Groves, 
the bronze bell in the bell tower is 
still capable of ringing, and “there 
is a section of elaborate stenciling, 
probably applied by veterans, on a 
stucco wall behind the pipe organ 
console in the Catholic chapel.”

The 2007 estimate for full resto-
ration was $11.5 million. Charles 

Dorman, then the director of the VA 
Greater Los Angeles Healthcare Sys-
tem, told Groves that “the general 
perception is that the federal gov-
ernment has plenty of money, but 
not for something like this.” Private 
funding, he said, is being sought,  

“I don’t have a problem with making 
it the Tom Hanks Chapel. 7

NOTES

1. Alexander, Christopher J. Getty Research Institute, 

quoted in Looking for a Saving Grace. Martha 

Groves. Los Angeles Times. April 8, 2007

2. Soldiers’ Home. Los Angeles Times. February 25, 

1900

3. Soldiers’ Home. Los Angeles Times. May 20, 1900

4. Soldiers’ Home. Los Angeles Times. February 25, 

1900

5. ibid.

6. ibid. 

7. Groves, Martha. Looking for a Saving Grace.   

Los Angeles Times, April 8, 2007

U.S. NAVY AIDED... CONTINUED »

regions.” Science had demonstrat-
ed what local residents had known 
first-hand all alone.

In 1991 the City of Los Angeles re-
solved another lawsuit with the 
Owens Valley by agreeing to rewa-
ter the lower Owens River, a project 
called the LORP, but they would 
return the water to the aqueduct 
before it flowed into the lake. 

The situation had become increas-
ingly tense when a public hearing 
was to be held on July 2, 1997, with 
the APCD Governing Board. The 
navy’s continual involvement was 
heard in the testimony of NAWS 
Commanding Officer Captain Stan 
Douglas. Douglas testified that 
the 2,500 air-to-air tests per year at 
a cost of $50,000 per test were be-
ing compromised or continually 
cancelled due to Owens Valley dust 

“events.” “The dust, he explained,” as 
quoted by Karen Piper, “affected the 
station’s capacity to track missiles 
by camera, which [could] ultimately 
lead to a ‘final increase in cost to the 
taxpayer if we are unable to do the 
mission.’” As to alternative ways to 
continue to get valid results, he stat-
ed, “the base is trying to find ways 
around the problem. We have devel-
oped infrared based systems that 
allow us to see through the dust and 

clutter storms…. The combined cost 
of that program is about five million 
dollars.” He continued to discuss 
the dangers to personnel. “Any re-
duction in visibility is a concern for 
the safety to us. Because our pilots 
fly with VFR flight rules, meaning 

‘see and avoid’—and you have to be 
able to see to avoid.”

Because of all of these challenges, 
the navy had started its own moni-
toring program. Using Doppler and 
other methods, the captain showed 
the actual effects of these dust 
events: plumes that rose high in the 
air and obscured large mountain 
ranges. In this case for the audi-
ence, seeing was believing. In a one-
year period, eleven test cycles were  
totally scrubbed.

Piper reported that just as things 
“were looking dire,” here was a 
change of leadership at the top of 
the LADWP. David Freeman be-
came the boss and as the Daily 
News of Los Angeles reported color-
fully, Freeman “began unabashedly 
revealing ‘dirty little secrets’ about 
the sometimes Byzantine city util-
ity.” Piper wrote, “Freeman also ac-
knowledged the LADWP’s respon-
sibility, under the Clean Air Act, to 
fix the dust from Owens Lake. At 
the time, Richard F. Harasick, as-
sistant director of water resources 
for the DWP, claimed, ‘We’re over 

the kicking and screaming. We 
want to be good stewards of the 
environment that’s been given to 
us. It’s a change in the way of our 
thinking.’” Freeman proved him-
self to be a man of principle, savvy 
experience, and vision. The Lake 
Project began to move toward im-
plementation finally.

Freeman was recently called out of 
retirement to again helm the man-
agement of the utility, and he has 
started to champion clean energy 
in the form of a giant solar park to 
be located on the surface of the dry 
lake and the land north and east of 
Lone Pine. He held several public 
forums in the Owens Valley to ex-
plore the possibilities, and, most re-
cently, at the invitation of the Meta-
bolic Studio, lunched with Lauren 
Bon and her group, including two 
residents from the Owens Valley 
(including this writer) to explore fu-
ture partnerships.

In the past, the navy had a signifi-
cant role bringing change in the 
form of the LADWP Dry Lake Proj-
ect to the southern Inyo area. On the 
horizon grows the prospect that the 
Metabolic Studio will have a similar 
impact on the quality of life for the 
residents around the Owens (no lon-
ger so dry and dusty) Lake.
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BLOOD ORANGE 
MARMALADE
RECIPE COURTESY OF KEVIN WEST 
From the demo Saving the Season, 
Winter Citrus 

 
2 pounds blood oranges 

(about 10 small fruits)

1 pound Meyer lemons 

(about 3 large fruits)

1/2 pound sour Eureka lemons 

(about 2 small fruits)

3.5 cups white granulated sugar

3/4 cup sage honey 

(or any other pale, floral honey)

3 cups water

Remember that marmalade uses 
the fruit peel, so please use un-
sprayed, organic (or backyard) fruit 
if at all possible. Also note that 
store-bought citrus is often coated 
with wax to extend shelf life, so if 
that’s what you’re using, first rinse 
the fruit with boiling water to re-
move all traces of wax, then scrub 
well in cold water.

Peels
Using a vegetable peeler, remove the 
peel from all the citrus in wide strips, 
taking only the colored exterior zest 
and leaving behind the albedo (the 
bitter white pith). Slice the peel into 
quarter-inch threads (or wider, con-
fetti-like pieces if you prefer a more 
textured marmalade). Put the pre-
pared peels in a preserving pan.

Pulp
First remove all the albedo. The 
technique requires slicing a round  

off both ends of the peeled fruit, 
deep enough to reveal the pulp be-
neath the albedo. Then stand the 
fruit on one of its flat ends and slice 
downward along the fruit’s outside 
edge to cut away the albedo. Work 
your way around the perimeter of 
the entire fruit until you’re left with 
the beautiful “heart” of the fruit. 
Cut the heart crosswise into round, 
half-inch slices, and, lastly, quarter 
each slice. Remove whatever seeds 
you find. Put chunked pulp in the 
preserving pan with the peel.

Add water to the preserving pan 
with peel and pulp, bring to a boil, 
and add sugar and honey. Return to 
a moderate boil and stir constantly 
until the mixture has reduced by as 
much as half to reach the jell point.

When a jell set has been achieved, 
turn off heat and allow the hot mar-
malade to cool for 5 minutes before 
ladling into prepared jars. If desired, 
process the sealed jars in a hot-wa-
ter bath for 10 minutes (for half-pint 
size) to pasteurize for long storage.

Notes
You can use any combination of cit-
rus fruits in this recipe, but be sure 
to achieve a balance of sweet (navel 
oranges, tangerines, Meyer lemons, 
etc.) and sour (Seville oranges, Eu-
reka lemons, grapefruits, etc.).

Feel free to add flavorings. For ex-
ample: add 1 split vanilla bean to 
the preserving pot midway through 
the reduction. Or: Take a 4-inch 
branch of rosemary, crush it to 
release its fragrance, and swish it 
through the finished marmalade 
just before ladling into jars. Or: Add 
2 tablespoons of alcohol (Grand 
Marnier, citron-flavored vodka) to-
ward the end of reduction.

A man travelling across 
a field encountered a 
tiger. He fled, the tiger 
after him. Coming to a 
precipice, he caught hold 
of the root of a wild vine 
and swung himself down 
over the edge. The tiger 
sniffed at him from above. 
Trembling, the man looked 
down to where, far below, 
another tiger was waiting 
to eat him. Only the vine 
sustained him. Two mice, 
one white and one black, 
little by little started 
to gnaw away the vine. 
The man saw a luscious 
strawberry near him. 
Grasping the vine with 
one hand, he plucked 
the strawberry with  
the other. How sweet  
it tasted!
From Zen Flesh, Zen Bones, compiled by 
Paul Reps, Harmondsworth: Penguin 
Books, 1971 (first published in 1957), p. 32.

LA CASA DEL 
TUNEL ART CENTER

A transnational arts organization 
dedicated to the understanding of 

border, community and environment 
issues through the arts

www.lacasadeltunelartcenter.org

Red Arm band allow veterans and dancers to create the image of the red 

stripes of the American Flag in human flag photo shoot at Strawberry Flag.

During medieval times, strawberries were served 
at important functions to bring peace & prosperity.

If all the strawberries produced in California this 
year were laid berry to berry, they’d wrap around 
the world 15 times. 

CAFAM
5814 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90036

323.937.4230
www.cafam.org

HOURS

MONDAY, CLOSED
T–FRI, 11AM–5PM

SAT & SUN, 12PM–6PM

PARKING

THERE ARE THREE LARGE PUBLIC 
PARKING LOTS WITHIN A BLOCK 

OF CAFAM AS WELL AS TWO HOUR 
STREET PARKING.



MIAMI VA... CONTINUED »

attached four-story nursing home. 
The medical center opened in 1968. 
It provides medical, surgical, and 
psychiatric services, and houses 
a prosthetic treatment center, an 
AIDS/HIV center, a spinal cord in-
jury rehabilitative center, and the 
Geriatric, Education and Clinical 
Center. It is recognized as a center 
for excellence in spinal cord injury 
research, substance abuse treat-
ment, and chest pain. 

The Bruce W. Carter Department 
of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter operates 191 hospital beds. Ex-
tended geriatric care is provided 
in a 120-bed nursing home care 
unit, and there are an additional 
58 psychiatric rehab beds. Miami 
is also responsible for two major 
satellite outpatient clinics located 
in Sunrise (Broward County) and 
Key West (Monroe County). Five 
community-based outpatient clin-
ics are located in Homestead, Key 
Largo, Pembroke Pines, Hollywood 
Deerfield Beach, and Coral Spring 
(Broward County).  The Outpatient 
Substance Abuse Clinic and Health-
care for Homeless Veterans facility 
is located approximately one mile 
from the medical center in down-
town Miami. 

Strawberry Flag and Miami

There is no question—according to 
the staff I met with—of the immedi-
ate need at the medical center cam-
pus for projects like Strawberry Flag 
for the Compensated Work Therapy 
program.  In the last year the Direc-
tor at the Miami facility created and 
funded three new positions in the 
vocational arena that includes one 
in particular that bolsters the CWT 
program.  It is important to note 
that the staff I met with are foot 
soldiers in vocational rehab thera-
py and not decision makers when 
it comes to clearing the way for a 
Strawberry Flag–type initiative. 

It was exciting to see that from the 
moment I sat down, they kept ask-
ing me if there was a way we could 
set up a Strawberry Flag in Miami.
I told them that I was just there to 
fact-find and talk to them about 

what exists at Miami and how things 
work. It is important to note that the 
Miami campus does not have an  
onsite area to raise the Strawberry 
Flag (according to what the staff say, 
but perhaps the director could feel 
differently and find a place).

Instead, they suggested that Straw-
berry Flag could lease a space in 
nearby Homestead (they both 
seemed to have contacts and knows 
people) where Strawberry Flag could 
be constructed and to which Miami-
based veterans could be bused. They 
both admitted that Tampa (Bay 
Pines VA facility) is likely better able 
to host Strawberry Flag at its site.

Both of the staff I met with are em-
ployed through the VA’s Mental 
Health Intensive Case Management 
(MHICM) program, and both work 
with veterans trying to transition 
back into society. The step-down 
program works with an estimated 
144 veterans at a time. Accord-
ing to the staff, there are currently 
only a limited amount of paid jobs 
for CWT veterans in Miami. These 
are in areas such as housekeeping, 
grounds-keeping, delivery for the 
supply department, and greeters at 
the reception desk. The veterans are 
paid minimum wage for these jobs 
and they are similar to the CWT pro-
gram at the Greater Los Angeles VA 
Healthcare campus. 

Some of the volunteer opportuni-
ties that the Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Specialist is working on include 
Habitat for Humanity, Fishing with 
the Lions Club, and Pelican Rescue 
(which fixes pelican wings and feeds 
the animals, generating a sense of 
pride for the veterans taking care of 
the endangered birds). This staffer 
also works with veterans from Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan).  
There is an estimated six-month to 
a year waiting list for veterans to get 
CWT jobs, according to the staffers.  
Recreational and Vocational Rehab 
are the key to their recovery and the 
most immediate need is to broaden 
their opportunities.

The Miami VA has added three new 
positions in the mental health area 

in the last two years, and the Clini-
cal Case worker I met with is one of 
them. She was hired to help expand 
CWT opportunities.

There is a horticultural therapy pro-
gram at the nursing home on the 
Miami campus because of its small, 
working garden where veterans 
tend to garden and sell plants.

A Couple of Thoughts

Strawberry Flag is becoming well 
known in the VA CWT system—and 
with the foot soldiers at VA cam-
puses across the country. Again, 
from the moment my meeting in 
South Florida started, the Miami 
Staff wanted me to know that they 
would love to have Strawberry Flag 
come to Miami and that there is 
a need for a project like this. They 
seem very interested in having a cre-
ative project for the veterans in Mi-
ami, again, they are not the decision 
makers but they seem very attracted 
to the idea of having some innova-
tive project start up for the Veterans 
in Miami immediately. And at this 
point it appears that there really is 
no location in Miami to put Straw-
berry Flag; however, after the ses-
sion with the director of the Miami 
facility—who was once the assistant 
director of the VA Greater Los Ange-
les Healthcare campus—I believed  

that if asked, she might be able find 
a place on the Miami campus.  This 
staff, who thinks highly of their 
Miami Director, said they thought 
she would likely be open to some-
thing like this.

Overall, the art of Strawberry Flag 
and the various kinds of jobs and 
culture created around the piece 
are exciting and useful to the 
Veterans. The article on the National 
Veterans Website’s success stories 
page—www.cwt.va.gov/success.
asp—may have contributed to 
the growing knowledge of the art 
work, however there is also word of 
mouth communication apparently 
happening from campus to campus. 

The veterans working on 
Strawberry Flag in Los Angeles 

can acquire skill sets not 
currently available to them 
in other locations. This is 

preparing them to transition 
more easily into the workforce. 
That is appealing to vocational 

and recreational rehab 
specialists who work with vets—

the idea of building a skill set 
and having those skills transfer 

into the workplace.
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NO GO GODOT... CONTINUED » 

            While the Cluchey-Asmus Krapp’s 
at the VA encapsulated simplic- 
ity and celebrated Beckett, Chan’s 
Godot, as described by the artist 
in his REDCAT lecture, felt like it 
must have been something of a cir-
cus. Disappointingly, throughout 
his lecture an unhidden arrogance 
escaped from Chan like steam jets. 

“I don’t think I like people that 
much,” Chan told his rapt REDCAT 
audience—a curious statement 
for one whose mission statement 
in New Orleans was to assist and 
enlighten. More than once dur-
ing the evening Chan said he had 
never wanted to “do anything” (i.e., 
on a grand scale) in New York City, 
the disaster-hit metropolis he calls 
home. Was Chan using Beckett’s 
Godot for grandstanding? One had 

to wonder. In Chan’s hands—and 
he admitted he had never directed a 
play before—the whole idea reeked 
of an elaborate stunt, meant to rat-
tle the political powers while empty-
ing coffers of philanthropic funds 
that might have better aided the dis-
possessed of the Crescent City. The 
project ended up hugely over bud-
get, which Chan seemed to dismiss 
and almost laughed off. 

Comparisons aside, the event Chan 
created was a fashionable place to 
be—except if you were the mayor 
of New Orleans. When the mayor’s 
office asked if the mayor could say 
a few words and address the crowd 
before the show started, Chan said 
no. The REDCAT audience laughed 
when Chan showed a slide of the 
empty mayor’s chair at one of the 
performances and said the evening 

could also have been dubbed Wait-
ing for the Mayor, who never showed. 

The hopelessness of Waiting for 
Godot certainly speaks of human 
desperation and meaninglessness, 
which is obviously why Chan picked 
it  for New Orleans. It is bleak and 
nihilistic, and Chan was primed to 
add to the long “history of unortho-
dox versions” of Beckett’s work, he 
said. When the production was go-
ing up, Chan said, a drunk man who 
happened by saw the signs and told 
him, “I’m waiting too.” Chan found 
the area to be the perfect backdrop 
for the play, and spoke to the inept-
ness of the rescue and recovery work 
in the Lower Ninth Ward (which 
still looks bombed out with trees 
leaning over and houses washed 
away, all affected with an unearthly 
quiet). With nothing there, it was 

“such a spectacular symbol of de-
struction.” He said the operation 
was expected to “leave drywall and 
money behind.” 

There was a contempt and disregard 
for certain stage directions that 
rankled Beckett purists in Chan’s 
well-publicized version of Godot. 
The two main characters Vladimir 
and Estragon, who spend the entire 
play waiting on the road for a person 
named Godot (who never shows up), 
walk off together, heading for the le-
vee. Chan said this drove the crowd 
wild, they loved it. But Beckett never 
wrote that; when they say they will 

“go,” after all that waiting around, 
Beckett wrote, clearly, “They do not 
move.”     

The idea for Waiting for Godot in 
New Orleans was a clever one, but 

after listening to Chan, something 
just didn’t ring true. There was a 
hollowness there, and even Chan 
admitted “it was always more than 
a play. It was an artist’s statement.” 
There’s nothing wrong with that. 
Artists can make a difference, a big 
one. But I’m not sure what Chan’s 
main point was, and I’d like to visit 
New Orleans myself now to see 
what kind of difference the whole 
thing made. 

PRINTMAKING AT THE FLAG... 
CONTINUED »

Because sunlight is always shift-
ing, painters must “paint quickly 
before the light changes,” Petrosky 
told the nine students he had on 
February 13.

The initial students included 
(among others) patients from the 
Domiciliary, a woman who works 
at New Directions, and a 1953–1955 
Army vet who does not live on the 
VA grounds. Petrosky taught them 
to “squint” so as to see “the impres-
sion of the thing” they were looking 
at, so that, for example, a tree be-
came a shape rather than “a trunk 
and a million leaves.”

The printmaking project of the 
Metabolic Studio at Strawberry 
Flag began as a means of produc-
ing handmade labels for the Vet-
erans Preserves to be made from 
the strawberries grown at the site. 
It evolved into an exercise in the 
traditional printmaking arts of 
monoprinting, etching, drypoint, 
and silk screening. And then it 
evolved again into a more produc-
tion/commercial-oriented endeavor 
to accommodate a larger volume of 
labels.

But each evolution has survived, 
and the printmaking studio now 
introduces veterans to both the tra-
ditional “handmade” arts and the 
more commercial modern tech-
nology. Richard Nielsen from the 
Metabolic Studio and veteran Ray 
Rodgers from the Domiciliary are 
generally on hand at least between 
11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. weekdays 
to talk with interested vets.

The Metabolic Studio is a direct charitable 

activity of the Annenberg Foundation.  

SANTA CECILIA 
ORCHESTRA

“WE BELIEVE MUSIC IS FOR EVERYONE”

Special offer for Veterans — 50% off 
any concert with this ad 

For more concert season information 
visit www.scorchestra.org

The Honorable Noel Koch, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Wounded 

Warrior Care and Transition Policy visited the Greater Los Angeles VA Health 

System and discovered something unexpected; a Strawberry Flag.

Strawberry juice combined with honey will reduce 
inflammation or sunburn. Rub the mixture 
thoroughly into the skin before rinsing off with 
warm water and lemon juice.

Eating strawberries, which are rich in nitrate, can 
increase the flow of blood & oxygen to the muscles 
by 7%.  This prevents muscle fatigue, making 
exercise easier. 

VISIT US ONLINE AT
STRAWBERRYFLAG.ORG



Of course the Beatles recorded the psychedelic-
sounding “Strawberry Fields Forever,” but there’s 
more.  That recording is said to have inspired the 
name taken in 1967 by the psychedelic-looking 
Strawberry Alarm Clock, the Los Angeles rock 
band best known for its hit “Incense and Pep-
permints.”

“Who stole the strawberries?” was Captain Queeg’s 
obsessive and paranoid cry that led to his downfall 
in Herman Wouk’s best-selling novel, The Caine 
Mutiny.  If you were a sailor breaking into the 
ship’s stores, wouldn’t it be the strawberries that 
you’d steal?  After all, it is reported that 94 percent 
of U.S. households consume strawberries.
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Alexander M. Haig Jr., the four star 
general who served as a confron-
tational secretary of state under 
President Ronald Reagan and a 
commanding White House chief of 
staff as the Nixon Administration 
crumbled, died Saturday at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, 
according to a hospital spokesman. 
He was 85.
 
A section of the full article from

The New York Times
February 20, 2010

Mr. Haig was a rare American 
breed: a political general. His bids 
for the presidency quickly came 
undone. But his ambition to be 
president was thinly veiled, and 
that was his undoing. He knew, 
Reagan aide Lyn Nofziger once 
said, that “the third paragraph of 
his obit” would detail his conduct 
in the hours after President Rea-
gan was shot, on March 30, 1981.

That day, Secretary of State Haig 
wrongly declared himself the act-
ing president. “The helm is right 
here,” he told members of the Rea-
gan cabinet in the White House 
Situation Room, “and that means 
right in this chair for now, consti-
tutionally, until the vice president 
gets here.” His words were taped by 
Richard V. Allen, then the national 
security adviser.

His colleagues knew better. “There 
were three others ahead of Mr. Haig 
in the constitutional succession,” 
Allen wrote in 2001. “But Mr. Haig’s 
demeanor signaled that he might be 
ready for a quarrel, and there was no 
point in provoking one.”

Haig then asked, “How do you get 
to the press room?” He raced up-

stairs and went directly to the lec-
tern before a television audience of 
millions. His knuckles whitening, 
his arms shaking, Haig declared to 
the world, “I am in control here, in 
the White House.” He did not give 
that appearance. Seven years before, 
Haig really had been in control. He 
was widely perceived as the acting 
president during the final months 
of the Nixon Administration.

He kept the White House running 
as the distraught and despondent 
commander in chief was driven 
from power by the threat of im-
peachment in 1974. “He was the 
president toward the end,” William 
B. Saxbe, the United States attor-
ney general in 1974, was quoted as 
saying in Nixon: An Oral History of 
His Presidency. “He held that office 
together.” Henry A. Kissinger, his 
mentor and master in the Nixon 
White House, also said the nation 
owed Haig its gratitude for steering 
the ship of state through dangerous 
waters in the final days of the Nixon 
era. “By sheer willpower, dedication 
and self-discipline, he held the gov-
ernment together,” Kissinger wrote 
in the memoir Years of Upheaval.

Haig took pride in his cool handling 
of a constitutional crisis without 
precedent. “There were no tanks,” 
he said during a hearing on his 
nomination as secretary of state in 
1981. “There were not any sandbags 
outside the White House.” Serving 
the Nixon White House from 1969 to 
1974, Haig went from colonel to four 
star general without holding a major 
battlefield command, an extraordi-
nary rise with few if any precedents 
in American military history. But 
the White House was its own battle-
field in those years. He won his stars 

through his tireless service to Presi-
dent Nixon and Nixon’s national 
 security adviser, Kissinger.

Haig never lost his will. But he 
frequently lost his composure as 
Reagan’s secretary of state. As a 
consequence, he lost both his job 
and his standing in the American 
government. Nixon had privately 
suggested to the Reagan transition 
team that Haig would make a great 
secretary of state. Upon his appoint-
ment, Haig declared himself “the 
vicar of foreign policy”—in the Ro-
man Catholic Church, to which he 
belonged, the pope is the “vicar of 
Christ”—but he soon became an 
apostate in the new administration.
He alienated his affable command-
er in chief and the vice president, 
George H. W. Bush, whose national 
security aide, Donald P. Gregg, de-
scribed Haig as “a cobra among gar-
ter snakes.”

Haig served for 17 months before 
Reagan dismissed him with a one-
page letter on June 24, 1982. Those 
months were marked by a largely co-
vert paramilitary campaign against 
Central American leftists, a height-
ening of nuclear tensions with the 
Soviet Union, and dismay among 
American allies about the lurching 
course of American foreign policy. 
Sixteen months after his departure 
came the deaths of 241 U.S. Marines, 
sailors, and soldiers in a terrorist 
bombing in Beirut, and, two days 
later, the American invasion of the 
Caribbean nation of Grenada. 

“His tenure as secretary of state was 
very traumatic,” John M. Poindex-
ter,” later Reagan’s national security 
adviser, recalled in the oral history 
Reagan: The Man and His Presiden-
cy. “As a result of this constant ten-
sion that existed between the White 
House and the State Department 
about who was going to be responsi-
ble for national security and foreign 
policy, we got very little done.”

Haig said the president had assured 
him that he “would be the spokes-
man for the U.S. government.” But 
he came to believe—with reason—
that the White House staff had 
banded together against him. He 

blamed in particular the so-called 
troika of James A. Baker III, Edwin 
Meese III, and Michael K. Deaver.

“Reagan was a cipher,” Haig said with 
evident bitterness. “These men were 
running the government.”

He reflected: “Having been a White 
House chief of staff, and having 
lived in the White House under great 
tension, you know that the White 
House attracts extremely ambitious 
people. Those who get to the top are 
usually prepared to go to extraordi-
nary lengths to get there.”

Haig briefly considered running for 
president in 1980 and became a can-
didate in 1988, but his campaign at-
tracted virtually no popular support.
A spokesman for Johns Hopkins, 
Gary Stephenson, said Haig’s death 
was caused by a staphylococcal in-
fection that he had before his admis-
sion to the hospital. Haig is survived 
by his wife, the former Patricia Fox, 
81; their three children, Alexander 
Patrick Haig Sr., and Barbara Haig, 

both of Washington, and Brian Haig 
of Hopewell, New Jersey; and eight 
grandchildren, according to the 
Reverend Frank Haig, 81, his broth-
er and a professor emeritus of phys-
ics at Loyola University Maryland in 
Baltimore.

Father Haig said the army was co-
ordinating a mass at Fort Myer in 
Washington and an interment at Ar-
lington National Cemetery, but that 
both would be delayed by about two 
weeks due to the wars in Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

Alexander Meigs Haig Jr. was born in 
Philadelphia on December 2, 1924, 
the son of a lawyer and a homemak-
er. At 22, he graduated from West 
Point, ranking 214th of 310 mem-
bers of the class of 1947. As a young 
lieutenant, he went to Japan to serve 
as an aide to General Alonzo P. Fox, 
deputy chief of staff to General 
Douglas MacArthur, the supreme 
allied commander and American 
viceroy of the Far East. In 1950, Haig 
married the general’s daughter.

Alexander M. Haig 
Jr. Dies at 85; Was 
Forceful Aide to 
Two Presidents

Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR) 

General Alexander M. Haig, Jr. (US) appointed June 1974–June 1979.

(NATO Photo 536Kb Ref. no: 8394
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Strawberry Flag 

Teas

Mon–Fri, 3PM

Jam Sessions 

Wed, 3PM

Wadsworth Theatre

Spring 2010 Season 

begins March 15: 

Reel talk with Ste-

phen Farber

Brentwood Theatre

No performances for 

March 2010

Farmer’s Market

Thurs, 12-6PM

Barber of Dreamers

Open daily, 

9AM–7PM

Parrot Sanctuary

Thurs, 7AM-dusk

Vet’s Garden

Thursdays, 

7AM-dusk

Golf Course

Closed

Japanese Garden

Closed

Canteen/

Restaurant

Mon–Fri, 7AM-2PM

From “Krapp’s Last Tape Performance 

Review” by Laura Sanderson Healy

“Krapp’s Last Tape, directed by Samuel 

Beckett, was given a special performance by 

Rick Cluchey, staged by Walter Asmus, as a 

tribute to L.A. veterans’ Strawberry Flag com-

munity.” Both Asmus and Cluchey worked 

closely with Nobel Prize–winning playwright 

Samuel Beckett prior to his death in 1989.

From “Strawberry Flag Project Greater 

Los Angeles Veterans Administration 

Healthcare Campus”

This article was not from the January 6, 2010, 

issue of the Washington Post. The article is 

posted on the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs web page for Compensated 

Work Therapy success stories at www.cwt.

va.gov/strawberryflag.asp
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World class performance by Rick Cluchey of Krapps Last Tape offered to the vets.


